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· We want a political Europe that plays a key role in this globalized world, and bases its action on the values and principles which inspire the European integration process.  We want a better Europe,  a more effective, more transparent and more democratic Europe, one which is at the service of its citizens, as set out in the Constitutional Treaty.

· The aim of this Treaty is to allow Europe to more effectively address the challenges of the 21st century and to meet its citizens’ expectations. Its articles respond to the diversity and plurality of the Union. They are the result of complex and difficult negotiations and they reflect delicate balances bringing together diverse political, social, economic and legal interests.

· We need efficient and democratic institutions as provided for in the Treaty that will enable us to implement effective common policies. But an agreement limited to just a few institutional changes is not enough to meet the expectations of our citizens, who want us to effectively address important challenges of today’s world, such as immigration, internal and external security and energy, which need also to be addressed at the European level. They want a Europe that can promote their values and interests in the global arena. We cannot let them down.

· We are aware that, in order to achieve this common goal, we have to find an agreement that is acceptable to all. We are ready to listen, with a constructive spirit, to the proposals of the other Member States. We are willing to work together, on the basis of the Constitutional Treaty, signed in Rome in October 2004 by all the Governments of the EU Member States, in order to reach an agreement which respects its fundamental content and its balances. 

· The German Presidency, as well as the forthcoming Presidencies, can count on our full support in seeking a satisfactory solution  that unites us all and fully serves the interests of the European Union,  its Member States and all of its citizens. It is with this spirit that we have agreed to meet again as and when appropriate in cooperation with the Presidency.

